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Crocidura suaveolens (Paiias, 1811)

Z. Bihari

Allozyme and karyotype analyses demonstrated that
shrews from Corsica, eastern Europe, Asia Minor and
Israel previously considered as C. russula are in fact C.
suaveolens.

Distribution

World: Palaearctic south of the 54th parallel from the
Atlantic coast to Japan (Tsushima island). Known from
Israel and Saudi Arabia, Asia Minor and the Caucasus,
Kara-Kum and Kyzyl-Kum deserts as far as Lake
Balkhash (Kazakhstan), southern Kyrgyzstan, North and
South Korea, Taiwan, lowlands of north-eastern China
between Shanghai and Beijing.

Europe: north-west of the Iberian Peninsula, western
France (including some Atlantic and Channel islands)
and from southern France to Italy and the Balkans, and
to central and eastern Europe north to Poland. On most
of the eastern Mediterranean islands and on Menorca,
Corsica, Elba and Capraia.

Geographic variation

Morphologically and biochemically polymorphic. Size
variation on the continent is obviously independent from
genetic relationships. Several subspecies, many of them
from islands, have been described, mainly due to their
large size, but their status is not clear. Electrophoretic
data indicate, that Crocidura suavolens cypria Bate,
1904 from Cyprus is biochemically more distant from
‘Turkish populations than is the case with C. s. caneae
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Miller, 1909 from Crete. C. s. enezs
Balsac & Beaufort, 1966) from the isle
extinct and replaced by C. russula.

Habitat

In north-eastern Europe and at |
synanthropic (houses, gardens and
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variety of habitats. Avoids dense for
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Population status
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